




ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY 

EXAMPLES OF TIBETAN SEALS 

r HE subject of Tibetan seals has already been discussed 
in  this Journal in connexion with the  seal of the  

Dalai Lama, the reading of whicll was first given by 
Dr. Busllell in  JRAS.  1906, p. 476, referring to  the  
illustratiorl of the seal in Colonel ~Yaddell's L l ~ a s a  and 
i t s  dIysteries,  in his review of t h a t  book. Bu t  he gave 
no examples of the cllaracter. 

The Rev. Dr. A. H. Franclie in his " Note on tlie Dalai 
Lan~a ' s  Seal and tlle l'ibeto - Rlongolian Character"  
(JRAS. 1010, p. 1205) has deciphered the inscription on 
the seal, and has also given tlle alpllabet of tlic Tibetan 
seal cliaractcr wliich lle obtained from a Tibetan wood- 
print discovered in Ladalill. H e  also ga17e the iiiscriptioi~ 
on the sen1 of the rNam-rgyal dynasty of Western Tibet. 
I n  tlrc 13~-esent article I givc soine further  examples of 
'l'ibctan seals in tlie a l~ovc  cl~aracter,  and also of others 
in wllich the inscriptiolls a]-e in Indian cllal-acter, or 
whicll lncrely bear nn ornalnental design. 

Tibetan seals generally Lcar a n  illscription in the above 
cllnrnctcr, wl~icli is lino\\.n as  l I o ~ - y i g ,  viz. c'hlongoliail 
letters ". I t  i ~ ,  ns 111'. Frnncke 11ns sliown, an archaic 
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2 EXAMPLES OF TIBETAN SEALS 

square form of the Tibetan character with the  letters 
arranged one below the  other in vertical columns, and "was 
invented by the Saskya  hierarcll I i u n  dga  rgyal mtshan, 
~ .~ .1182-1252 ,whopresen ted  i t  totheMongolians. They 
were to  use i t  for their newly started literature. The 
characters were, however, too clumsy for general use, and 
the Blongoliar~s preferred a form of t he  Uigur alphabet 
which was founded on the  Syriac characters of the 
Nestorians ". 

Dr. Francke gave a corrected copy of the  Dalai Lama's 
seal, with certain letters amended according to the 
Ladakh alphabet, from two reproductions of the seal 
which formed illustrations, tlie one to  Waddell's Lhasa 
and its Mysteries, p. 448, and the  other t o  a paper of 
mine on tlie Coinage of Tibet,l in  both of which certain 
letters which had been indistinct in the original impression 
of tlie seal had not  been correctly reproduced. As I have 
already pointed out,2 t l ~ e  illustration of the  seal ~ ~ l i i c l l  
I gave in my  paper reEerred to was copied from the 
facsi~nile of the seal given in Landon's Lhtcsu; as an 
irnpression of the  seal wliich I then had was very 
inclistinct, which is freclue~itly the  case with Tibetan seals, 
and a s  the purpose of the  reference to the  sen1 in tha t  
paper w7ns not concernecl witli tlie meaning of the  
characters on tlie seal or  their precive form, I had not 
thought  i t  nece.ssary to compare i t  wit11 other illustrations. 

I have, how-ever, since obtained a n  absolutely clear 
irnpression of the seal, which was given me by the Dalai 
Lama I~imself on n copy of his portrait  which Ile gave me 
when 11c WHR in I)m:jecling. A drawing of i t  will be found 
in Fig. 1 of the Plate facing p. 15. The charncters a re  a s  
sliown by Dr. Franclte in his corrected drnwing of the 
seal, with the exception of the hottorn word of the  middle 
co lu~nn,  which was not clenr on the previously published 

MASR. ,  vol. i i ,  p. 16. 
2 JRAS.  January, 1911, 1). 205. 



EXAMPLES OF TIRETAS SEALS 3 

impressions, and wl~icli  Dr. F~.ancke  gives in  his corrected 

r eading of the  seal as 5 rw. Tliis word is really 

& rtsn, ' I  original authoritative," as  was afterwards 

noted by Colonel Waddell (JASB. 1911, p. 204), and 
rneans the  " official " seal. Tlie inscriptiori on the seal is 
therefore (snake-orriainent) Il'ttlic,i blamai rtsa thnmka 
rgyul, namely, " The royal official seal of the  Dulai Luina." 
He has also his private seal, ~ v l ~ i c l i  is a different one. 

The form of the letter tsa differs from the  form 

of tha t  letter given in  tlie Ladakli blocli-print 
nlpllabet. 

I am unable to  agree witli Colonel Waddell, 1v11o 
reads the  last character as ZVCI, and the  last \\lord as 
rqyil-zuc, and translates " Tlie o~.iginal seal of the D:tlai 
Laina, thc  J ina  ". I agrce \vitll Dr. Franclie (JRAS. 
1911, p. 520) t l lat tlic \vord wp~(t1 iron1 i ts  1)0sitiox1 rnust 
refer to tli(cw~J,~c, " tlre seal," and not to t l ~ e  Dalai Lnn~a .  
I n ~ n y  also say tha t  this is thc sense in \ v l~ i c l~  l l ~ e  Tibetan 
Minister rencl tlie senl, nird also Dr. Buslrell, wlio reads 
i t  " Tlie royi~l  sc;~1 01 tlre L)itlni L n i ~ ~ n  ", us tlie word 
~ t s c ~  1vas illegi1)le nncl 11:td tlrcrc Lore to  LC olnitted. The  
last cllaracter O I I  t l ~ c  senl, 0 \\llricl~ C o l o ~ ~ e l  Rndclell 
reads a s  zcln, is ii~erely to till 1113 t l ~ c  l i ~ ~ e .  Sucli stops a re  
comlnon ill Tibetnil scnls. Es:l~iiples will be found of 
this idcbnticnl for111 of stop to fill up  a coluiu~i in both tlie 
seals 01 the Priinc Jlinister of \\rlricll I give illustr* ,I t' 1011s 
further oil, nnu~ely,  n t  tlie bott0111 of the lourtli coluirin 
of tlie P r i ~ n c  AIinister's first seal a ~ ~ c l  at t l ~ e  botto111 of the  
.sccoi~d :111d fifth col1ii111is of tlle P~ . i~ l r c  l l i ~ l i ~ t c r ' s  second 
senl, a t  tlre l)otto~rr of tlic riglit-l~aiicl col~iniii O E  tlie seal of 
the two Jong-polls of G y n ~ ~ t s e ,  anrl a t  t l ~ e  bottonl of tlie 
lcrt-lia~rcl c o l u l ~ ~ i ~  of tlre rcccnt sc.:11 of t l ~ e  J o i ~ i t  Tibetan 
Tradc Agcnt a t  Uynntsc, in all of I\-l~icli places, a s  will be 
see11 fro111 the rcading oE tllosc scals, the word wa would 
be quite inen~iingless. Also in an earlier form of the  



Dalai Larna's seal, which Dr. Francke has published in  
JRAS. 1912, p. 747, this  character does not appear at tlle 
end of the  seal, a s  i t  would do  if i t  were par t  of the 
inscription. 

With regard to  the  initial character which Colonel 
Waddell reads a s  O m  (JRAS. 1911, p. 822), 1 would 
remark that,  whatever t he  origin of the  initial character 
which is placed a t  the  commencement of all documents 
and which is commonly known in Tibetari as mgo-sl~ad 
(" head mark  " or " initial mark  ") may be, i t  is not, as  
LL matter  of practice, read at all. I have never heard i t  
read a s  O m ,  and in a n  explanation of the rneaning of the 
Dalai Larna's seal, word by word, given lne by one of the 
'Cibetan ministers of his own accord when I was inquiring 
about the matter,  there is no reference to  this  sign, a s  
would be expected, if i t  is considered to  he O r i ~  and to be 
part  O F  the inscription, but  the explanation a s  written by 
him commerlces witli the word Tulai. 

The inscription on the earlier form of the seal, published 
by Dr. Franclte (JRAS. 191 2, p. 747), is Dorje 'uchar~g : 
Talai blttmn-yi tha?~-~-l ,~c rgytrl. T l ~ i s  seal appears on 
n letter of tlre Dalai Larnn which Mr. F. Becker Shawe, 
a Mornvian missiona1.y oE L e l ~ ,  found preserved in tlie 
archives of one of the  old 11ol)le farr~ilies of Ladalcl~, and 
photographed between the years 1891 and 1805. It 
would be interesting to  ltnow what  is the date of tlie 
letter. But, owing to the Tibetati system of sixty-year 
cycles, thc dnte cannot be ascertained from the letter 
itself, whirl1 will only give tho year wi t l~ in  the cycle. It 
will t l~ereforr  havc to  he obtained from extcrnal sources. 

Besides tlie Dnlai Lama's official seal I I C  11:~s also 
a private seal, wl~icll  is given in Fig. 3 of tlie Plate. 
'I'his seal was impressed in sealing-wax on thc outside 
oE :L letter, and therefore  differ^ frorn the o t l ~ e r  seal8 
illustrated, ns the design is cut  into the seal, and is not 
i l l  relief, ns in the case of t l ~ e  other senls, wlricli nre 
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sealed in i~rli .  An enl:tl.gemel~t of tlre dcsign on the seal 
is given belo\v. 6 

f 1 1 he clraracters on this seal, t h o u g l ~  resenrbling tlre 
Hor-yig in general appenlnance a s  being of square fornl 
and written in ve~ t i ca l  eolun~ns, are quite difilrcnt, and 
appear to bc merely ornn~neiital and witlrout meaning. 

As t l ~ c  thrce dots outside tlie central enclosure indicate 
t11e top of the seal, the cliaracters tllercfore appear to be 
quite ~ncaningless. If, I~o\vevcr, t l ~ c  sea1 be rend the o t l ~ c r  
way up,  the bottom group of clraracters in the third 
co1unln ni igl~t  be rgyan,  nnlnely " ornament ", tllollgll 
t l ~ c y  would be a forrii of square clraracter different to the 
Hor-yig, wl1ic11 is used on all tlre otlrer exalnples oE scals. 
Hut, even then, 1 am nnable to suggest any  meaning for  
tlle o t l ~ c r  c1i:~rncter.s; and thc  two outside columns are 
so~ne\\~lrat  rounded i ~ i  for.11~ and appear t o  be o111y 
ornaincntn1 dcsigns. 1 tllinli, Ilowever, t l l ~ t  the cllarncters 
nrnst have solnc significnncc, and 1naj7 possibly be imitations 
of c11aracti~1.s or  syrnbols on old llongolian scals. 

'l'llc scals of tllc Lon-Clrl~cn or Prime Minister of Tibet 

r 7 1 hi. i~nprc~ssio~l  of tllc first scal w a s  given me by the 
I'ri~ne hlinistc~., Srid-dxin Iliin-clil~en S l ~ a t t r s ,  w l ~ c n  11e 
W:IS \\-it11 ill(, 1):tlai L:~III :L in l):t~;jei~ling in 101 1, and the 
i~npl-cssion of tllc. second sc~tl this year in I lel l~i .  The 
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inscription on both t he  seals is lnainly t he  same, t l ~ o u g h  
sonlenrl~nt sllorter in  t l ~ e  second senl, seven words being 
omitted, n ~ l d  the  c11:tracter is consecluently larger. I give 
below a facsilrlile of t l ~ c  first senl. 

Tllis seal cor~sists oF se\.erl colurll~rs ; there a re  five 
norcls in each of t he  first six c o l n ~ l ~ n s  and  four in the  

being filled in wit11 ~ne:cnir~gless s i g l l ~ .  
The inscriptio~l,  writterl i l l  tile pl-irited cl~aracter ,  is a.s 

1 . (S~~akc-or.n:tllrer I t )  1.!jy111 t11)(1 1nc11,lloy. g i .  b l : c ~ , i .  

2, ~11,7~!J. ! / i .~.  'l!!JO, 111/.~11il)' (1!//1/1. 

3,  ~ ) I , ~ , ? / I I , .  /)It l-ll!/ l l / l /  11, / , I /  i l ,~~ l i , t l ,  

' In  t,hin ~ ~ r t i r : l e  '7 h:ls I ,PCII  t ~ . ; ~ ~ ~ s l i t o r : t t ~ , t l  :IS I t ,  :rs i l l  Kni Snr:lt Cllnntlra 
T):Ls'R l ) i c t , in~~nry ,  eucc.l,t. w t ~ e t e  i t  f o l .n~s  t , l~e vou.els i ,  9 1 ,  c,  nl~tl  o. I t  
has,  I~vwcver ,  I I O  :~~ l , i r i~ t , r . ( l  snl~llrl : I I I I ~  s l ~ o ~ l l d  ~ c c I I I . : I ~ , ~ ~ J .  11e t r a ~ ~ ~ l i t , e ~ . ~ ~ t r ( I  
by n ; C,' h.w I ~ e e n  trnnsliter:~tcrl ns  n!l, n ~ ~ t l  9' a s  nh. 
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4. 1;hycib. cl~hos ICZCLTL rgynl pcii. 
5. Cl~htcb syid Ilpliyi?~ ZUS lcyi. 
6. bl ;~u  sliis dge mtshan 'abuy. 
7. bcii bde s l y i d  l1p11el. 

The translation is as follows :- 
' I  By the precepts o i  the orders of the most powerful k ing  

r~lay the good luck and proyperity of the affl~irs of 
the  kingdoln o l  the all-eirrbvaci~~g religious k ing  Llnze 
fort11 into n I~niidved tl~ousnncl plcnsures (and) t l~ei l-  
felicity increase." 

T l ~ e  spaces a t  the bottolu of t l ~ e  c o l u ~ n ~ l s  are filled up  

Sc\-clltl1collllllll. . , . , . 

r 7 . L I I c  scctr~~rl sc:tl or (111: l'ri~~rc, Jli11isi~c31. is given below. 
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The space at the  bottom of the first line is filled up 
with a character Q and of the  second and fifth lines 
with a plain stop, L-I lilte tlie orie a t  the  end of the 

There are  three words in  the  first column and four 
in  each of the  others. Tlie words dguh brgya hphrag 
l d n n  pcci in tlie second and third columns of the first seal 
are omitted, and also the words blcrtt-shis at tlie top of 
the s ixth colunln of the first seal. The  inscription written 
in the printed character is a s  follows :- 

-- -- . -. -- -- 

sen1 of the Dalai Larna, the third with a character EE 
which is rather  irldistinctly stamped, and tlle fourth and 

- 1 q I f  

sixth with a chnracter m. 
Illnstrations of other seals are give11 in the Plate. 

Tihetan official senls a re  generally square ; all the more 
important ones, wliich are in the Hor-yig seal chamcter, 
a re  so, though Ie3.s iniportant official seals and privntc 
seals are round and much smaller. Examples of these are  
the private .seal of tlie Dalai Larna already mentioned, arid 
those of tlie Private Secretary of the Tashi Lama and of 

g-q 
c\ B sq 

1 q ~ z l   ti 
I y s  

The vertical co lu~nns  read a s  follows :- 
1. (Snake-ornamen t )  ry yccl dbang mcl~hog 
2. g i  bkai  I.z~ng g i s  
3. ngo mtshrcr 1;7c?z b l ~ y a b  
4. C~ILOS lclun rgyal  p o i  
5. chhtcb s ~ i c l  l i p l ~ r i n  las  
6. k y i  dge mt8shcin hbcc~ 
'1. 1 7 c c i  bde skyirl hpl~el.  

U %  

T ?  

"12s  

3 7  

9 
s'T 

8 5  

1 . - .-- - . - 

R ~ T  1 R ~ W  
-. 
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the Treasurer of the Tashi Laina (Figs. 3, 4, a n d  5 of tllc 
Plate). 

The seals of the three great  monasteries, Sera, Depung, 
and Ga l~dan ,  are also round. 

Some Tibetan seals a re  always stamped in red and others 
in black. T l ~ e  official seals of the  Dalai Lama (Fig. l), 
oE tlie Taslli Lama (Fig. 2), and of the liyab-ying, viz. t he  
P r i ~ u e  Minister of t he  Tashi Lama (Fig. lo), and  the sinall 
seals (Figs. 3, 4, and 5) a re  always stainped j11 red, and 
those of the  Council (Fig. 6)) the National Assenlbly 
(Fig. 7), the Kaloil Lama Minister (Fig. 8),  the  Jong- 
pons of P l ~ a r i  (Fig. 9), and of the Abbot of Gyantse 
Monastery, the  Tibetan Trade Agent, and the  Jong-pons 
a t  Gyantse, illustrated below, and also those of the  three 
great monasteries a re  stainped in black. 

The seal of the  Tibetan Council of Ministers (Fig. 6) 
bears the usual snake-ornament and the  words sde skyid, 
" I~appiness, felicity," in the  centre colunin. The  two  side 
colunlns arc ornamental square characters. This  seal was 
given to the Council by  the  seventh Dalai Lama (A,]). 1708 
to 1758) wlleil the  Council was constituted, and the 
motto was given a s  showing tha t  the  Council was to  
secure the happiness of the  people. T l ~ e  Council, wllicll is 
linown as  the  Kasha (qlq'yqv(w'), from the name of the  

Council House in L l ~ a s a  wllere i t  meets, consists of t he  
SI~apes  (7qN''T') or Ministers, one of ~110111 is always 
a Lamn. 'i'lle Pri~rie Minister is 1 i n 0 ~ 1 l  a s  the  Lon-chhen, 
wllose seals have been already described, and  the  Lamn 

Minister as the Ka-Ion Lama (STR .&*A *), wllose seal 

is s l~own  in Fig. 8. The seal of the  Council was one of 
the  seals affixed to  the  Tibetan Treaty of 1904. 

'l'hc scnl oE tlic Kationnl Con~mittee,  or  Tsl~oog-dn Diipa 

( ~ ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ' J T ' "  Tsbogs-hdn~ dud-pn) ,  is shown ill Fig. 7 

and contains two columns. Tlic first co lu~nn is the snake- 
ornnmc~it  arid the word rgyccl, and the second column ze9. 
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sa. rGyal zer sa may mean either " t h e  place known 
as  victorious" (or "royal"), or  "tlie place of victorious 
(or ' royal ') l ight ", or " the  place of victorious (or ' royal ') 
s ~ e e c h  ". 

I 

I n  the word 3 zor, the letter 3 z,  is different 

froni the form in  the Ladalth alphabet, which is 3 Tlie 
form of the letter c e ,  also differs from the  Ladaltli 
alphabet, but  is the same a s  t h a t  wllicli occurs in the 
older seal of the Dalai L a ~ n a ,  JRAS.  1912, p. 747. 

The characters in the riglit-hand column are  distinct on 
the seal; tliose in the left-liand colu~nn are  rather  blurred, 
but  they are, I think, as shown. 

The  seal of the Larna AIiniste~. is sllown in Fig. 8. 
I n  the centre colurnri a re  the  words bde Legs, "blessing." 
The two outer colunins are srlnare cl~a~.acters, which appear 
not t o  represent letters but  t o  be merely ornamental. 
These characters are as follo\vs:- 

z $5, 
z z 

The form of the letter e in t1ii.s seal differs from t l ~ n t  in 
the Lnrlalth alphabet. 

The  official seal of the l'lmri Jong-polls is shown in 

Fig. 9. The Jong-pass (ZG *?a?) are District Officers 

in clrnrge of a district, a t  tlie liead-quarter8 of which is 
a Jong,  or  fort. The seal con.si.qt.s of three co1urnn.s. 
T11e inncription is a s  follows :- 
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Tlie first co lun~n is sna l re-orna~~~el i t  and the  \vord pliag, 
followed by two cliamcters u~hicli  appear to llave no 
ineanirig; tlie secolid column is r i ,  folloc~ed by two 
characters wllicll appear to have no lllesning: n ~ i d  the 
third co lu~nn is btlsonys. Tlle wliole inscription is 
therefore 2)I~tcg-ri b d z o n y ~ ,  n a l ~ ~ e l y ,  " Plinri dispntci~ed." 

The Eoriil o l  tlre letter cli diflers somow11;~t fro111 

tha t  giron ilr tlio L:~ilalil~ nlpl~abet  ( ) 
Tlirec flirther es;tnlples of Tibetan seals are gi\.en 

below. Tltesc sc.nls :Lye s t n ~ l l p ~ t l  in 1)lnclc. 

'I'lrcl t i ~ s l  i~ t 1 1 ~  otliri:~.l sc t :~ . l  O F  tl~c! r\l)l)ol; of t,lle tlP:tl- 
hl<llor-C?llIlos-sl ) c ,  31o11:lst I.I.J. nt (:y:r~ltsc-. rl'l~c: i ~~sc~ . i l ) t , i o~ l  
is : tirsb colrllllll, tll)trl-c~/~/tos ; socolltl c o l u l ~ ~ ~ l ,  sp!li, tjccg. 
r 7  1 \ I ( :  i~lscl.i~,lion is :11)1)1.(~\,iat,c~cl for tll'trl~-l11il1c~~~-(l/1lros-~1~~ 
.S ] ) , I J~ -~ / I , I J~~ / )  ( l f ~ ! / - j ) o ,  ', t,I1(6 ~ ) I I I . C  13(~1(1 Olli(*ii~l oL t11c (JL'aI- 
l ~ T < l ~ o ~ ~ - ( ~ l ~ I ~ o ~ ~ - ~ s l  )(: 31011:istt:1~y. " 'l'Il(: A 0I)oL : I ~ I S O  112s r~ 

private seal, \ \ - l~ i c l~ ,  l i l i ( :  O ~ ~ I I ~ I *  1)l.i \.:~,t(: s c b : ~ l s ,  is a s~lia,ll 
round scnl. 
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The seconcl is the  seal of the Tibetan Jo in t  Trade Agent 
at Gyantsc, and  is therefore quite modern. 

The  inscription is : first column (snake-ornament), P J L z L ~ ,  
and n character I t o  fill up  the  column ; second 

column. Y'sl~op and s character t o  fill up  the  

colulnn ; third column, bde skyid. The  whole inscription 
being, P?~u?z-l'sl~ogs bde skyicl, "sublirne blessing" 01% 

'I the blessing of Heaven ". 
The t l ~ i r d  seal is the  official seal of tlie Jong-pons of 

Gynntse. The  inscliption is : first column (snake-orna- 
nient), rgycll; secorld column, rcZso?~g. It is literally " the 
Royal Fort",  but  is intended for rGyal-tse rdzong, "Gyantse 
F o r t "  (i.e. " Royal Peak For t  "). 

The official seal of the I i l~yab-y ing  (ps* ~ ? q *  " t h e  
Protector of the Spheres "), who is the Prime Minister 
of the  Tashi Lama, is shown in Fig. 10. The inscription 
in t l ~ i s  seal is as  follows :- 

I aln unable to  find any  menr~ing for  the de3ign on this  
seal. The  bottorn cllaracter oE t l ~ e  left-lhand column might 
be 1 < 1 ~ ,  hut none oE tlie others Gears any  resemblance to  
arly letter. I 11ave inrluil.ed fro111 t l ~ e  Khyab-ying, but  
have not y e t  received his reply. 

As I trave already suggested, the apparently meaning- 
l e ~ s  chnr:~ctr.rs on 'I'ihetar~ ~ e n l v   nay be imitations of 
chamcters or  s y ~ r ~ b o l s  from old IIongolinn seals. Foulm 
examples of such sra1.q are iUnst~-ated in  yule'^ T ~ u ~ ) e l s  of 

~1far.co Polo. One of t l l e ~ e  is on n p l~otograpl~  of a Iettel. 
of A r g l ~ ~ l r i  TOmn ~ e n t  1)y J I ~ I I I  to I'llilir) the Fair  of France 
in 1289 A . V . ,  ano t l~e r  on a letter R ~ I I ~  by Oljaitu Lo Yllilip 
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the Fa i r  in 1305 ; t he  o t l ~ e r  two :%re on a pllotogrnpll of 
a bnnlc-note of tlie Rlilig Dynasty,  \ v I~ i c l~  carried on t he  
paper currency of tlle AIongols.' I give a tracing of t he  
two lat ter  seals bclo~v. 

1 2 

Two S e ~ ~ l s  fro111 :L R;IIIIC-I>O~~ of tlie ;\lillg 1)yllnst.y. 

The cllnrnctc~r a t  t l lc .  1)otto111 of t l ~ c  l (~Et- l~nl~cl  c o l u l ~ ~ n  of 
thc lo\vcr seal on tl~c. bn~i l<- l~otc  \\rIiicl~ is s11on.n as  
Fig. 2, is tlle snillc as  t l ~ c  cl~:~l.nctcr a t  t l ~ e  1)ottonl of tllc 
third column of tlie t i ~ s t  seal of t11c l'ri111(> Jliliistcr, alid 
tllc cllnractcr a t  t l ~ c  top of t l ~ e  left-II:LIIC~ c o l i i l ~ ~ ~ l  of tll(1 
lo\vcr scsl O I I  t l ~ c  lx~i~ lc -note  (Fig. 2)  is tlrc s:xlne RS t11c' 
~ )enul t i l l~n tc  cllnr:~c.ter i l l  t l ~ e  r iglr t - l~nl~t l  c o l n ~ ~ ~ l ~  of t l ~ e  seal 
of  t l ~ c  ; lo~ig-l)o~~. ;  of Gj.:intsc. None, oC tllc o t l ~ c r  c l~nracters  
corrc.spo~~(l it11 tl~oscl 011  t11(, r l ' i l ) c b t n ~ ~  scnls. 1)ut t l ~ c r e  is 
:L gcl~c'l.nl sol l oC rcsc.~lll)lnncc l ~ c t \ v c ~ , ~ ~  t1le111 ant1 sollle of 
tllc, c l~n~.nr te rs  on t l r c ,  w:11 or t l l c ,  I< l~ j . :~ l ) -y i~ lg .  

Ecsitlos \(.:il.; in t l ~ c  Ilor-yig sc)nl c l r : ~ ~ ~ : ~ c t c ~  sollie l'ibctall 
seals 11:1\(l t 1 1 ~  i~ lsc t i l ) t io l~  i ~ i  'I'il)ot:x~~ U - C I I ~ I I  c l i :~~, :~cters .  
' I ' I I ( '  S(,:LIS t I I O  SOI  :L : I I I ( ~  ( ii\I1(1:111 l l c ) ~ ~ t ~ s t c ~ ~ i ~ ~ . ;   IT 

I .  ' L ' l ~ c .  h(,:il or t11(\ D I ' ~ ) I ~ I I ( L :  11c)1i:1\t~,ry 11:1s it\ 
i11scri1)l io11 i l l  t11c 14o1.-j is ~I I : I I . :LC~(>Y.  

7 ' 1 ~ o ~ 1 ~ 1 , ~  . J / , I I ~ I ~ I I  l ' ~ 1 1 ~ 1 ,  ~ I . ; I I I S I : I I C ( I  I,!, ('olo111~1 SII, 1 l v 1 1 1 , > .  \ - I I I I > ~  ~(litc,d 
I I I  o i ,  o l  I I 4 4 ,  ! I 0  ' L ' l ~ c *  I t * t t c ~ ~ .  of A I . ~ ~ I I I I I  lil1:111 I I C ~ I . : ,  
I,III.(Y: ~ I I I I ) I , ( ~ S S ~ ~ I I S  of 111s & ( , : I I  : I I I I I  111:1t, of OIjatil,~~ I I ( > ~ I ~ S  l i v c  ~ I I I [ ) I . ( , S S ~ ~ I I S  of 
I1iss1~;11. ' l ' l ~ ( ~ t ~ v o s ~ ~ : ~ l ~ : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l i ~ l i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ,  
' 011. ~ ! i l . ,  vol. I ,  1 1 .  421;. 
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The official seal of the  Tashi Lama is s l ~ o w n  in Fig. 2. 
It is l<noan  a s  the  1iJa-SCL blluk-tha?s ( 9 W 0 W *  qs-me) 

7 

"seal of heaven (lit. rainbow) arltl earth." It is in the  
Old Indian Lantsa clinracter, aiid bears a n~onogram in  
the cer~ tre, and the  word ?)t~i?~g(iZci?)b, tlie equivalent in 

Sanskri t  for Tu-shi ( Q ~ * ? R * ) .  T l ~ e  monogram is made 

u p  of the  ten letters o, zc, ?n, 11, I;, s l ~ ,  I, zc, r, and y. It is 
supposed t o  h a ~ e  mystic power a s  n, charm, and is, in 
consequence, called Nan]-chu-mang-dan (34 q2. js?.yq*), 
" the  ten powerful letters." I l l ~ ~ s t r a t i o n s  of this  and other 
similar monograrns a re  given by  Rai Sarnt  Clianclra Das 
Rahadur in pl. v of " The Sacred ancl Ornamental Characters 
of Tibet"  ( JASE.  1888, vol. Ivii, pt. i ,  p. 41). 

As a n  example of seals wliicll bear no inscription bu t  
only :L design the seal of tlie 'L'ashi Lan~a'.g Secretary, 
~vllicll is affixed to  the address on the outside of letters 
which bear the official seal of tllc Taslli La l i~a  to the letter, 
is sliown in Fig. 4. The  desigrl is n conch-sliell, wl~icli is 
one of the e i g l ~ t  lucky syrnbols of Euddl~i.qnl known as  
' 7  

c\ 

laslii-ta-gpe (q3 * q N  j T N  qg T *  bl,~-rb-sl.is rtrcgrls-br!jyacl, 

rc.:tci?)~tinycd(c), It is tlie sylii1,ol of the prencliing of the 
doctrine ; as its sound spreads far  alld wide. 

Another seal wliicl~ hears 110 inscription bnt  only 

a design is tliat of tlie Treasurer ( . y q w a ~ \ - )  of tlie Tas l~ i  
Lama, which is sliown in Fig. 5. 'J'l~e design is a n  eniblein 
of prosperity. 

I have not given any  esnmplcs of seals in whicli the 
inscription is in tllr: ordinary Ti bctari cli:~racte~.. The seals 
of the Sera and CAal~dari JTonastcries hear t l ~ e  narncs of tlre 
~nonaatcry sercc and dy,1h-ldrr7~ ~~O-IW(I?LO in the IT-than 
charactc:r, wl~i lc  t ha t  of I ) e p n ~ ~ g  (9V' YJ?' 'nIIra.~-sl>.zcny! ) 
bears the rialllc of t11e   no ria st cry in tlie scal character. 
The  seals are round, and there is a flol-nl design in the  
centre of each seal. Illastmtions of these three seals, 
which were affixed to the Tibet 'Treaty, will be found in 
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the illustration of the  'l'lmty \vl~icli is gi\ .en by Si r  F. 
Youngliusbnnd in Indici c i ? ~ c l  Y'ibet, p. 306. The  im- 
pressions am,  Iromcver, indistirlct for  the  purposc of 
 ending tlle inscriptions. Mr. 13. C. Gould, Politic~tl Officer 
in Silckiiri, has l t i l~dly  l ~ a d  these seals pliotographed for  
me in tlieir full size. 

T l ~ e  inscription on t l ~ e  sen1 of the Dcpung 3Ionastery is 
clear : ~IB~*CLS-S~~UIUJ. 

The inscriptions 011 tlie other seals are, l~owever,  too 
indistinct t o  be rend. ' that  on the S e r s  se:~l appears t o  
be S e  (a t  tlie top), YCL (on t l ~ e  left side), illegible (on the 
right side), c111/c?z (a t  the l )o t to~~r) .  

The inscription on tlie Gnl~dnn seal nppcars to be d G a l ~  
nt the top ; illegible, probably Itltsn, on tlle riglit side ; 
plio OII  tlie left side, nrld brrr(?ly) n t  tile bottom, 1 . i ~ .  dGnh- 
l t l u?~  21lio-bvn~zy, t l ~ c  Cna1ld:ln Palace. 

Altllougll thc  inscriptions a1.c indistinct, I give the scnls 
1)clow as csnn~ples  of this  class of sc:~I. 

Sc:ll of Srnl of Se:rl of 
1)eln111g Ser:~.  ( ~ : L I I ~ I : L I I  

h1011:rstery. Alol~nslery. Alonustery. 

I)TCS(~RlI'TION O F  T H E  1'LATK 

1. 0tTici:ll scnl of (.la(: 7):ll:ri JJam:i. 
2. Oliicinl sc:tl of t l ~ e  l':r.;l~i 1,:lnrn. 
3. l'rivatc seal <I[ 111~: 1):11:1i J,:LIII:I. 
4. Scnl of t l ~ e  Sclc*~.rt:trj, of t hc  'I':rslri L:rmn. 
.i. l'rivatc se:rl of t.lre l < l r ~ . : r l ~ - y i ~ ~ g ,  wl1ic.11 is ntiixetl l o  lct,ters signed I I ~  

Ll~c 'rrcnsr~l.ct of t,l~c: 'I1t~slii J,:rll~n. 
(i. Sc~r l  of t,11(: T i l ~ c t , : r ~ ~  C'nr~ncil of h l i~~ i s t~c r s .  
7 .  Snnl O F  1 . 1 1 ~  Nr~t inn~r l  (:olntilitlrc ( T s l ~ n l ~ g . t l l ~  I)iid-l~:l). 
S. Sc:rl of t l ~ c  T,nln:t RIir~ist,el. of t.l~e Til~et~arr C:overl~rlient. 
!). Srnl of t.11~ ,7otrg-l1ii11s or lVlr:lri. 

10. OlIi(-i:rl seal of (Ilr l i l ~ y a l ~ - ~ . i ~ r g ,  t.11~ vlricf hlinistcr uf the  Tns l~ i  Lama. 
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EXAMPLES OF TIBETAN SEALS : SUPPLEMENTARY 
NOTE 

m y  paper on Tibetan Seals in t he  last number of t l ~ i s  
lH Journal  (JRAS.,  1915, p. 1) I regret tha t ,  owing t o  
there not  being time for a secol~d i.evisio11 of t he  proof, 
on account of 111y being in India ,  tliere a re  certain mis- 
prints, which I correct below. 

For 'abnr in line G of the inscription of the seal on p. 7, read 
hbnr. 
-C 

For 5 the top ~vord of the third colnn111 of the seal on p. 8, 

~*cnd <. 
For ark? the second word in the same column, read a&;* 

For q q i  the bottonl word in the sisth column of the above 

seal, rend qql;' 

Tl~ese  letters a re  correctly given in t he  transliteration 
of  the  seal OII  the  sarlle page. 

The last letter on tlie seal of  t,lie Abbot of t l ~ e  Gyantse 

hlonnutery appears l o  be a, ~ v l ~ i c i i  I took t o  be a n  

unusual for111 of 1 ,  Prom Tnrt l~cr  inquiries, 11or -  

cvcr, I p t l ~ e r  t l iat  tlre Ictter is ~ n e a n t  for a nl, and  

is citllcr a i l~istalie in t he  cnt t ing of the  seal or  n strangely 
cle:~r ~nisinlpression of t l ~ c  seal. T l ~ e  last word is therefore 
tl(bna, nncl sta~icls for  iW*p., (Z(i~~t-l,.k((, l 1  ix seal," s i ~ ~ ~ i l n r  t o  

C W - T - ,  f l ~ ( ~ l ) ~ - h ~ ( ,  l ' l ~ e  illhcl.iptioli is t l ~ e ~ . e f o ~ . e  " T h e  seal 

of t l ~ c  Hcnd Official of t l ~ c  tlPa.1 I~Til~or-Clll~os-sDe 
,\lonnstcry ". 

r . l l ~ c  rewling oT tlic secol~cl colnnll~ o r  t l ~ c  sen1 of tile 
tTong-pii~~s of Gyantse \vl~icli I Ila\.e given OII p. 1 2  as 
" ~*rl:r~jr,q " is not correct. I cannot t l~ in l t  I ~ o w  the  ~ ~ ~ i s t a l i e  
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occurred. 'l'lre word, ~\~liicll is correctl~. slro\t--n in tlrc 

dra\vi~ig of tlie sen1 OII p. 11, is ristc, " official." 

The fortli of tlie letter d i f i r s  fi.0111 that  a t  tlre botto~rr 
of tlre second colurnn of the Dulai Lania's Seal (Fig. 1 or1 - 
tlre Plate) E, but is the sallre as tliat i l l  UI-. Frnncl<e's 

Ladali l~ block-print alphabet (JRAS., 1910, p. 121  1 ) .  
'l'he illscription 011 the seal is, tlrerefore, rGyuL-~.fsct, urrtI 
s t a l~ds  for " rGyctl-Y'se ~ Z O I U J  r t . s ~ ~  ~ I I C L ~ ~ L ~ C U  ", "The official 
seal of Gyantse Fort  ". 

A Dzony i11 Tibet is not ~iierely the fort, but a district, 
of wbich tlie fort is the Iieadrluarters of the a d ~ n i ~ ~ i s t ~ . n t i o ~ r  
under. tlre Jong-por18 (Dzong-pijns). 

Wit11 reference to the seal of the Iilryab-ying, ~ 1 1 o  is 

tlle Prilne fiIiriistel* of the 'l'ashi Lalrra, referred to 0 1 1  

p. 12, I have since received the reply of the lillyab-y i l l g ,  

\vliicl~ is that  the seal is all old one, and he does not Icilo\v 
the meaning of the  character^. 

Since T wrote tlie nhove pnpcr, I have obt~zi~jed, tlirouglr 
tlre courtesy of the Rev. k'atlier Felix, O.ll.C., a copy 
of tlle Dalai L:LIII~'S seal, and also tlrat of the Rli-tZI):urg, 
tlie Regent ot' Llraua, affixed to two docurrrent~ of tlrc 
year A.]). 1741, grar~ted to the Capucllili Fatllers a t  Lllnsn, 
allowing the111 to pr~aclr  freely tlie C I ~ ' i s t i ; ~ i ~  religion, ant1 
nllow irrg t,lrr, 'I'i l)c:tnrls to embrace i t  ~l~lrrrolestecl. 'I'lrehc 
documents liave Ijeerr desc~.ibed hy tlre Rev. Father Felix 
in  an article " 0 1 1  the Persian li'art~ralr~ grunted to t l r c b  
.Jesuits l,y tlie hlogl~r~l E~rrpei.ol.s, :~nrl 'I'iLeta~r nntl EC~ \~LLI .~  
Furtt~atrs gra~rtecl to tllc Cnpucliiri Missiolral.ies i l l  'l'ibct 
and Nepal ", i l l  tlre ,Jo~il.lrnl of tlre A8i:~tic Society of 

Eellgal,' an  follow^ :- 
a~ 11. The secontl category sl~o\vs two Til~ctan cliplonrns 

i l l  Ulnin ' or ' Ulnin clruk ' characters. Tlre Int.ger ot1c1 



ESAI\IPT,ES OF TIUE'L'A IV SEALS 467 

i~ of Jli-Vang, Ki11g of Tibet, at liis residence of ICaden~ 
I<hnnzar, in tlie year  of t l ~ e  Iron Bird, the 30th of the 
scventli  noon, wliicli cor~.esponds to tlie 9 th  September, 
1 7 4 1 ,  oE tlie Cliristinii era. The  second is fro111 the hand 
of tlie Dnlui L ~ I I I ~ ,  written and given at liis great  palace 
of  Potnla, tlic 28tl1 of the first ~nontl i  O E  the star,  called 
'l 'lirutr~to,~ i l l  the year  of tlie Iron Bird, wl~icll  is according 
to our reclroni~ig October 7tl1, 17.51. Rot11 these instru- 
111ents were given by tlie 1Ci11g a ~ i d  the Dalai Lama to the  
(:apucliin Fathers, and allo~\red tlieni to preacli freely the  
Christian Religion and their Tibetan subjects t o  en~brace  
i t  un~nolested. The original r n a ~ ~ d a t e s  a re  still preserved 
in the Archives of tlie Propaganda in Rome, where I found 
them written ill a beautiful hand, on large yellow silk 
slieets, a s  is the custoni a t  the Court  of Lhasa. Both are  
cluly authenticated with red-ink in~pressions of tlie seals 
of tlie ICing and the  Dalai La~na."  

I would note t ha t  ns both docu~nents  are dated in the 
siune year, t ha t  of the I r o ~ i  Bird, which corresponds to  
1741 A.D. ,  tlie date of 1751 x.n. assigned t o  the  docuinent 
granted by tlie Daliti La t t~n  appears to be a mistalre. 

A l*eproductioti of these seals is given below (p. 468). 
'I'he seal oE the Dnlai Lama is interesting as being different 
ft.0111 tlie sen1 a t  present in use, both in the size of tlie seal 
~ I I I ~  in the inscription. 

Tlle inscripti011 on tlie seal is the same a s  tliat on tlie 
of the Dalai Larna on a letter preserved in the archives 

O F  one of tire noble fan~ilies of Ladalrli, a11 i l lu~t ra t ion  of 
~vl~ielr has bee11 given by Dr. F~.anclce in JRAS.,  1912, 
11.  7 4 7 .  Tlie seal is, Ilo\vever, much larger t l ~ a n  the one 
illnstt~ated by n r .  Franclie. ' r l~e  only difl'erence in the 
c.l~:tl.nctcl.s on tllc two seals is the initial letter, \vllicll 
is u 0 1 1  ])I+. Frnncke's sen1 and - on tlie present seal. 

1 Ra0Ti* t o  0 . ~ a * r * j j i -  ki~?.t/wtc&d. Tlie T w e ~ ~ t y -  

I o I I I . ~ , ~  Co~istelltition, correspot~dit~g to  t,lre seventh month. 
' 0 1 1 .  <.it ... 1). 320. 
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I i I I : i t  n t o  f i l l  111) 1 1 1 ~  C ~ ~ I I ~ I I I I  ;I,( 

t11v v1111 of  t 111; \ ! , ; I  I ;I I't(5r I . , I / ~ I I / ,  I\ l \ iv11 ~ l t ~ : i ~ ~ I j *  sl~on-s t11;xl 

t l ~ ! b  o \ I I I I ~ ~ I I  I ) I T I I I . S  i l l  1 1 1 1 .  ~ ) I . I , V , I I I ,  s( , : t ls  O S  t , 1 1 ~  1) :~I ; t i  

~ , : I I I I ~  is 1 1 o t  i ~ ~ t , r a ~ ~ r l ~ b ~ i  [()I.  1 / * 1 1 ,  ; I I I ( I  t 1 1 1 ,  i t i \ c r i p L i o ~ ~  is 1 1 o t  

I l~r)o-cj , ,  ('/I~I/I:I!/ i +  I I I C  ' I ' i lwta~~ fo1.111 o f  I I I P  S:~~lskl . i t  1 7 i ~ j ~ ~ : ~ ~ l l ~ 5 r a .  I I I P  
K~~r lh i sn t~ tn .n  I?~~llr:s of 1l1c ('r.lec;ti:~l ~?IIIIIIII ; I  .\k.;l~ol,.n. 1 1 1  r J ' i l ~ ~ s t : ~ ~ ~  
H ~ ~ r l r l l ~ i s n ~ ,  I ~ o \ r r ~ v e ~ . .  it, is ~ : /~~~ui t l ( : rc t l  t l ~ n l  Ile i . i  ~ I I I :  I<c~llcs of S i k y : ~  
\ l ~ i n i .  n11cI t h : ~ t  I I ~  i q  t l~ei : l~ir>f  ('cl6;?1 i:~,l l { ~ ~ r l ~ l l ~ ; i .  a1111 t11at I I C  I* i ~ ~ c a r ~ i : ~ t v ~ l  
in the  T):ll:~i T,nln:~. 
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The docuirlent granted by the  Regent of Lhasa  t o  t he  
Capuchins bears two  seals, a sn~a l l e r  one at t he  head oE 
tlie docuinent and a lrtrger one at t he  end. 

S111:~ller sea1 of the Regent of Lhasa 111scril)tion on the  seal el~lnrgetl. 
on n permit granted to  the  
Cnl)ucl~in hlonks at Lllnsa i n  
the year 1741 ,i.n. 

I nlli unable t o  attacli 3,11y meaning t o  tlie c1laractei.s on 
t l ~ c  s~nnller  seal. T l ~ e  second character i l l  t,lie first colt111111 
reseii~bles tl : L I I ~  tlie th i rd  , j ;  t he  top cl~nrncter  in  t l ~ c  
second co lu~nn  resembles b, tlie second tSz, and t he  b o t t o ~ r ~  
one 9.. T l ~ e  top cllaracter in  tlie tliird co lu~nn  resembles 
Ill, t he  pennl t i~nnte  cllnractcr ?u/, n i ~ d  t h c  botto111 one 9 - r i .  
r i  1 l ~ c  o t l ~ c r  characters nppenr t o  be I l o ~ ~ g o l i n ~ i  seal c l l n rnc t c~ .~  
or  i l~~i tn t io i l s  of thei~r .  

r -  l l l e  i111pressioll of tlie Inrgel. scnl of tile l iegent  o f  
Ll~asn. (p. 470) is very clear. It nppea1.s t o  be i l l  old 
3longolia11 sen1 cl~n.rnct.e~., o r  a n  iiiiitntion of it. 

111 Iny fol.nicr paper I gave for co~npn.~.irsoil n d r n w i ~ ~ g  
oE two scds oil ,z I)anli-notre of t l ~ c  J l ing  D jnns ty ,  \ r l ~ i c l ~  
i~ illustrnt,cd i l l  T~ i l e ' s  T~(ivcls of lllrr?-co 1'010. n3r. 1-1. 1:. 
3rorse Ilns li i~i(lIy S C I I ~  1 1 1 ~  :L rel)i*o(l~letion of a i ~ o t l ~ e r  ljni~lc- 
i~ot ,c  of t , l ~c  1Tii1g I)yl~nsLy, ~ ~ l i i c l l  mns lotilid iri 1900 i l l  

t l ~ c :  1)(vlost:il oC :L 1311ddl1a i l l  t , l ~ c  g ron~ lds  of the  S U I I I I I I ~ ~  
1';l.lncc: o~ltsid(:  l'c1~i11, n ~ ~ d  ~ r l ~ i c l ~  is illustrated in l ~ i s  [l?r/cdci 
t r71 , t l  A ( k ? t ~ i ? b i s f ~ . ( ~ t i o l ~  (!f' C~L~,?L(I . ,  ill w11icl1 the seal c l ~ a r a c t c l . ~  
on t l ~ e  ~ i o t c  i t~clC n ~ ~ t l  of tlic scaln on t l ~ e  notc are  I I I I I C ~ I  

c lcn~ ,c~ .  t l ~ n n  on tlmt i l l ~ ~ s t r a t e d  in I'nlc's [l'~.nvcls of nf,rrco 
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l'olo. It \\lould be interesting if some Chinese scholar 
wonld e sn~n ine  the Tibetan seals I have inentioned, whicli 
appear to bc ;In iiiiitation of tlie JIongolian or  Chinese 
.;en1 clinracter, to  see wlletller they car1 be decipliered on 
tlint basis. 

I I ~ .  I C I . K C I I ~ .  O F  ~,II:LSZ 0" :L ~)c-l.rnit g m ~ ~ t , e ( l  t , ~  t11e ( : I L [ I ~ I ( . ~ I  
, \ lo~rl is  n t  I,lras:~ in tlrc year n.1). 1741. 
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